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The sphere of anxiety is now enlarged; he that hitherto
cared only for himself, now cares for the publick; for he
has learned, that the happiness of individuals is comprised
in the prosperity of the whole; and that his country never
suffers, but he suffers with it, however it happens that he
feels no pain.

Fired with this fever of epidemick patriotism, the tailor
slips his thimble, the draper drops his yard, and the black-
smith lays down his hammer; they meet at an honest ale-
house, consider the state of the nation, read or hear the
last petition, lament the miseries of the time, are alarmed
at the dreadful crisis, and subscribe to the support of the
bill of rights.

It sometimes, indeed, happens, that an intruder, of more
benevolence than prudence, attempts to disperse their cloud
of dejection, and ease their hearts by seasonable consola-
tion. He tells them, that though the government cannot
be too diligently watched, it may be too hastily accused;
and that, though private judgment is every man's right,
yet we cannot judge of what we do not know; that we
feel at present no evils which government can alleviate,
and that the publick business is committed to men, who
have as much right to confidence as their adversaries;
that the freeholders of Middlesex, if they could not choose
Mr. Wilkes, might have chosen any other man, and thai
" he trusts we have within the realm, five hundred as good
as he ;" that even if this, which has happened to Middle-
sex, had happened to every other county, that one man
should be made incapable of being elected, it could pro-
duce no great change in the parliament, nor much contract
the power of election; that, what has been done is, pro-
bably, right; and that if it be wrong, it is of little conse-
quence, since a like case cannot easily occur; that expul-
sions are very rare, and if they should, by unbounded
insolence of faction, become more frequent, the electors
may easily provide a second choice.

All this he may say, but not half of this will be heard;
his opponents will stun him and themselves with a confused